
Spiritual Gifts– Bible Study

Introduction

Along with a believer’s baptism and the priority doctrines of theChristian faith, one of
the early “stones” to be laid in a Christian’s lifeupon the foundation of a personal, sav-
ing relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ is an understanding of the doctrine of
personal spiritual gifts. It is largely through the use of our inborn talents and the gifts
given by God at the moment of salvation to each believer that we serve the Lord. If we
are desirous of being edified in the Lord ourselves and of discipling others, we must both
understand the doctrine of spiritual gifts and exercise the use of those gifts in our daily
lives.

I.The five main New Testament passages that deal with spiritual gifts are Romans 12:1-8; 1
Corinthians 12:1—31; 1 Corinthians 14:1—40; Ephesians 4:7—12; and 1 Peter 4:10, 11.

A.All believers receive a spiritual gift or gifts at the moment of salvation (1 Cor. 12:13). Each
believer is equipped to serve God with a gift, and each believer is responsible to God for his use
of that gift.

B.Second, personal spiritual gifts are given sovereignly by God, as it pleases Him to distribute
them for His own glory (1 Cor. 12:18). We are not to seek or beg spiritual gifts inasmuch as
they are givensimultaneously with salvation.

C.Third, the purpose of these spiritual gifts is twofold. We are to edify the saints through the
proper use of the gifts (Eph. 4:12), and we are to glorify God in their use(1 Pet. 4:10, 11).

D. The primary and summary purpose that the Holy Spirit should indwell each believer in the
Church Age at all is to glorify the Son (John 16:14). It is to be remembered, of course, that the
Holy Spirit glorifies Christ in a number of ways, only one of which is the distribution of gifts to
believers.

II.The New Testament appears to divide spiritual gifts into three categories: sign, speaking
and ministering gifts.

A. Sign Gifts (Temporary)-those apostolic gifts of tongues and healing (and their attendant
gifts; cp. the 1 Corinthians references) that were used only to authenticate the gospelmessage
to the unbelieving Jews to whom the apostles themselves preached (cp. Isa. 28:11; 1 Cor.
1:22; Acts 2). The sign giftsare no longer; they ceased when the apostolic witness itself was
finished (cp. Acts1:21—26).

B. SpeakingGifts (Permanent)- Prophecy (forthtelling the Word, or preaching), teaching,
evangelism and exhortation are, properly, speaking gifts.

C. Ministering Gifts (Permanent)-Ministry, giving, ruling and mercy are property serving,
as opposed to speaking, in their primary focus. First Peter 4:10 and 11 divide personal gifts
that belong to the Church today into these two categories of speaking and ministering.

III. Four Criteriaon the Useof the Gifts

A. The Christian will have a desire to serve in the local church in a specific capacity. For
example, he may wish to teach or to usher. Such a desire in the heart of a Christian who is
living for the Lord and who is desirous of serving Him is of the Lord (Ps. 37:4).



B. The Christian will receive great joy from serving the Lord through the exercise of the
spiritual gift. A “ruler” would enjoy the smooth operation to the glory of God of the various
departments and teachers of the Sunday school he superintends; again, a “giver” would enjoy
assisting a pastor or missionary with a special gift.

C. Other Christians will notice positive spiritual results from the proper exercise of our spiritual
gifts. God’s people, particularly those who are more mature in their spiritual lives than our-
selves, can be important indicators to us of God’s will.

D.Godwill bless our use of the gifts He has given us in ways that only He can do. Spiritual
edification of the Body of Christ will begin to be apparent to us as we serve Him through the
gifts He has given us.

*It should be noted that the final three criteria mentioned here require the active
exercise of service to the Lord in order to be realized in our lives. God expects
each one of us to serve Him in the local church; we best serve Him in those areas
in which He has especially enabled us to serve by virtue of our personal spiritual
gifts.

The chart connects the gifts with familiar Bible characters and their relation to the local
church


